Prepositions of time

Some examples of how prepositions are used in expressions of time. Please note that many prepositions combine with other words to form idioms, phrasal verbs, etc., so care should be taken to check usage.

ON       Referring to days or dates
I’ll bring the samples to your office on Monday

We signed the contract on the 11th of June.

Unfortunately his birthday is on Christmas Day.

We usually play tennis on the weekend.  (US English)
AT       Points in time, or specific times
The meeting started at exactly 10 o’clock.

I’m expecting another consignment at the end of the week.

We always have a party at Christmas time.

We usually play tennis at the weekend.  (UK English)
IN        For an unspecified point in time, or period of time.
It’s sunny in the mornings, but it often rains in the afternoons.

I usually run out of energy in the middle of the week.

Anything could happen in the next few minutes.

I’m hoping to meet him in the Christmas holidays.

(Also: I’m hoping to meet him over the Christmas holidays).

UNTIL       Indicating ‘up to a specific time (or date)’.
You can use my computer until I need to check my email.

I’ll be in my office until 3 o’clock.

Until I bought a mobile phone I didn’t realise how useful they were.

Don’t sign the contract until they confirm the delivery date.

BY   Indicating ‘not later than a specific time or date’.
Can you let me know the results by Tuesday?

By the end of the month we should have an answer.

I will expect to hear from you by two o’clock at the latest.
